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AL Gov. Candidate Bentley Takes Issues with the American Clean Energy & Security Act of 2009

By Robert Bentley for Governor

Dated: Jun 02, 2009

Candidate for Alabama Governor, Robert Bentley, says, "Our state cannot afford to stand by any longer
and allow the overreaching policies of a left-leaning Congress to destroy our economy, and our right as a
state to govern itself."

Alabama State Representative and candidate for Governor, Dr. Robert J. Bentley (R-Tuscaloosa) made the
following statement today in regard to the American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009:
 
 “The American Clean Energy and Security Act, as proposed by the Democrats in Congress, will effectively
serve as a death sentence for economic expansion in Alabama and in the South as a whole. In recent years
many southern states, including Alabama, have been able to attract quality businesses that provide stable,
well-paying jobs.  Much of this success has been because of the availability of high quality and affordable
power sources.  If this bill passes, offered under the pretenses of protecting the environment, there is no
doubt that the economies of Alabama, and the rest of the South, will suffer even more than they already
have.
 
 “Our environment is important, and we should seek to protect it so that our children and grandchildren may
enjoy and learn from it for years to come.  However, we must draw the line when protecting our
environment becomes a shield for political maneuvering.  This bill is nothing more than an attempt by the
liberal, Democratic members of Congress to enforce standards on businesses, which will in turn create a
certain and drastic increase in taxes.  This is clearly a concerted effort to fulfill President Obama’s quest to
‘spread the wealth’ around.
 
 “The worst thing during a major decline in the economy is to raise operating costs for, and taxes on, those
organizations which keep people employed.  As a small business owner, I know what it is like to have
families depending on you each week for a paycheck, and I also understand how difficult it is to hire new
workers when your expenses and taxes continue to rise.  This bill will no doubt make it harder for existing
businesses to strive and new businesses to be created.  Over 194,000 folks in Alabama do not have a job,
most want one, but simply can’t find any work.  If this bill is allowed to pass, this staggering number will
surely increase.
 
 “Enough is enough.  It is time that we as Americans and Alabamians tell the federal government to get out
of our lives.  The Tenth Amendment is clear: states like Alabama should be allowed to govern themselves
on certain issues, and especially on an issue like energy costs, which vary from state to state and city to
city.  Our state cannot afford to stand by any longer and allow the overreaching policies of a left-leaning
Congress, deceivingly cloaked behind the noble aspiration of environmental protection, to destroy our
economy, and our right as a state to govern itself.”

###

Dr. Robert Julian Bentley is a native of Columbiana in Shelby County, Alabama. After graduating from
Shelby County High School, Robert enrolled at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. While at UA,
Robert majored in Chemistry and Biology and was able to graduate with his Bachelor of Science degree in
just three years.
 
 From an early age, Robert knew he wanted to be a doctor. After graduation from UA, Robert began
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medical studies at The University of Alabama School of Medicine.
 
 In 1969, during the Vietnam conflict, Robert joined the United States Air Force where he was
commissioned as a captain and served as a general medical officer. He is a life member of Vietnam
Veterans of America and a member of the American Legion.
 
 In 2002, Robert was elected to the Alabama State House of Representatives from Tuscaloosa County with
over 60 percent of the vote.
 
 Robert is an active member of First Baptist Church Tuscaloosa where he serves as a Deacon and Sunday
School Teacher.
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