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The Market For Backup Generators Has Been Growing Dramatically

The market [for backup generators] has been growing dramatically for the last five years,” says A.P.
Electric & Generators, Illinois Top Dealer for Generac Power Systems, www.apelectric.com .

Feb. 2, 2009 - PRLog -- Home buyers generally filter options and upgrades through the same lens: Items
are either needs or wants. They want the whirlpool tub, but they need a washer and dryer. Recently,
manufacturers of backup generators have seen a surge in interest for their products based on this same
concept: Homeowners see backup power as a need for when the utility is down.

“The market [for backup generators] has been growing dramatically for the last five years,” says A.P.
Electric & Generators, Illinois Top Dealer for Generac Power Systems, www.apelectric.com . “The product
became better known after the hurricanes of 2004 and 2005 and after the blackout of 2003.”

Systems Go

Simply put, a backup generator supplies emergency power when the grid goes down. A system consists of a
gas- or propane-¬powered unit that is connected to an automatic transfer switch and to the home’s main
distribution panel. Constantly monitoring the incoming voltage, the generator senses a power loss and
activates automatically. At the same time, the transfer switch closes the utility line and opens the line to the
generator. Once the power returns, the transfer switch reverts to the utility line.

Used mainly by farmers, businesses, and the construction sector, power generators have been around for
many years. The old units were loud, large, or expensive—and in some cases, all three—but improvements
over the past 10 years have made them viable for residential use.

“The units have better aesthetics now; they used to be fairly industrial looking,” says John Klesk, product
manager for consumer marketing and residential business at Cummins Power Generation in Fridley, Minn.
Many units operate at as low as 68 decibels and require minimal homeowner involvement. For example, the
redesigned Cummins RS12000 has an in-home display that lets homeowners know when the unit needs an
oil change or routine maintenance. Homeowners may also monitor the system via the Internet. “People
don’t want to have to deal with the units,” Klesk says, “so we’ve made them user-friendly.”

Machines for Living

Residential generators generally start at 3 kilowatts and go as high as 45 kilowatts. Smaller units provide
supplementary emergency power for general lighting, a refrigerator, or an air-conditioning unit alone, but
large units can run multiple AC units and provide power for other household needs such as appliances or
sump pumps.

One challenge facing the industry is the perception that a generator is only for the rich. “There is a
perception that they are expensive, but prices have come down ¬significantly,” says Melanie Tydrich,
senior channel manager of residential generators at Kohler Power Systems in Kohler, Wis. Prices, says
Tydrich, generally start at $1,999 for a 7-kilowatt unit, but those ¬generators will not provide power to an
entire house. A whole-house system might start at $3,600 for a 12-kilowatt unit, which would handle the
power needs for a 2,500-square-foot house.

As expected, the market for generators is especially strong in hurricane-prone areas such as the East and
Southeast coasts as well as in areas with severe ice storms. “We’ve been marketing to areas where outages
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are more prevalent, which is about 21 states,” Tydrich says. Klesk says demand also has been holding up in
the Northwest.

Though retrofit sees the majority of sales, the new-home market offers great opportunities, Feng says. Like
many products, it’s easier to install when the house is being built. Wiring is easier and the cost can be
factored into the mortgage. Some builders are pre-wiring houses to easily accept a generator even if the
home buyer chooses not to install a unit. A few custom home builders on the East Coast offer backup
systems as standard, but Feng says this is rare.

Manufacturers believe in the new-home market and are eyeing ways to make the units more affordable.

Generac recently introduced the GenReady load center panel that makes it easy to add a backup system.
Instead of installing a main load center, an emergency load center, and a transfer switch, a builder would
only need the GenReady panel. A home buyer may then install a generator immediately or at a future date.

“This unique panel allows the builder to offer a valuable upgrade to the homeowner at minimal expense,” a
company release says. “With the GenReady load center wiring and plumbing in place, the homeowner can
save thousands of dollars when the generator is installed, making a home standby system more affordable.”

Generation now: The redesigned RS12000 residential generator has a weather-resistant enclosure and can
power a 4-ton air conditioner while operating at only 64 decibels—about the volume of a vacuum cleaner.
Constructed with a polypropylene base, the system offers remote monitoring from inside the house or over
the Web. Cummins Power Generation.

Air cooled: The newest product in the company’s line of home generator systems, this 20-kilowatt unit
boasts a 993cc Big Block air-cooled engine and 28,000 watts of starting power. It will supply enough
automatic backup power to manage two 5-ton air-conditioning units as well as other power requirements.
An optional high-efficiency upgrade is available for additional power. It operates at 68 decibels. Eaton
Corp.

Stand and deliver: This redesigned 20 kilowatt generator is smaller and more powerful than standard units.
The air-cooled unit can handle all circuits, including central air conditioning, without shutting off others
and features automotive-style enhancements that result in extended oil change intervals. It has an LCD
digital control panel and optional remote monitoring. Guardian by ¬Generac Power Systems.

Command performance: The manufacturer’s air-cooled 17-kilowatt standby generator offers power in a
compact unit. Powered by natural gas or liquid propane, the unit uses a 38-horsepower Command PRO
engine and features the company’s Advanced Digital Control, which results in better protection for
electronic equipment. It operates at 68 decibels.  Kohler Power Systems. 

Intelligent design: Part of the IntelliGEN line, these two 30- and 45-kilowatt liquid-cooled home generators
will supply enough backup power for a large home or small business. The fully automatic units use four-
and eight-cylinder GM Vortec engines and operate at 65 decibels for a 30-kilowatt unit or 68 decibels for a
45-kilowatt unit during normal operation.  Briggs & Stratton Home Power Products.

For more information:

A.P. Electric & Generator Supply
847-516-8882
http://www.apelectric.com/
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--- End ---

Source A.P. Electric & Generator Supply
City/Town Fox River Grove
State/Province Illinois
Zip 60021
Country United States
Industry Industrial
Tags Diesel Generators, Generac Generators, Home Generators, Guardian Generators, Natural Gas

Generators
Link https://prlog.org/10175780
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